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The Hundred-year History of Ecological Civilization Advancement of the Communist Party

of China and Its People—centered Marxist Outlook
Huang Chengliang', Yang Kaizhong" and Gao Shiji"
(a. Xi Jinping Eco—-civilization Thought Research Center, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;
b. Institute of Resources and Environmental Policy, Development Research Center of the State Council)

Abstract: The foundation of the party lies in the people, its blood lies in the people, and its strength lies in the people. Ecological
civilization is an integral part of the overall layout of the "five-in—one" socialism with Chinese characteristics and the "five civilizations"
of socialism. It is a new human civilization written into our country’s constitution and protected by the fundamental law. Its fundamental
value orientation is to adhere to the people—centered development idea. The party’s century—old ecological civilization construction, from
germination, exploration, development and improvement to maturity, especially in the new era, for the first time in the party’s century—old
history, Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization has been formed to guide the theory and practice of ecological civilization. It is not
only the inheritance and development of Marxist thought on the relationship between people and the nature, but also a fundamental demon-
stration of the pursuit of the Marxist value of the supremacy of the people. Establishing the party’s leadership of ecological civilization and
building the people’s first value pursuit are different from Western anthropocentrism or eco—centrism. In—depth excavation and systematic
review of the major documents of the people’s supremacy in the basic process of the century—old party’s ecological civilization construc-
tion, has great theoretical and practical value to more completely, accurately and systematically grasp the century—old Chinese Communist
Party’s spiritual genealogy. It also has great theoretical and practical value to clarify the fundamental value orientation of ecological civiliza-
tion construction, learn and implement Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization better in the new era, and build a modernization of
harmoious coexistence between people and the nature.

Keywords: The Party’s Hundred Years of Struggle; advancement of ecological civilization; Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civiliza-
tion; Marxism; People First
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Summary: The historical resolution of the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Central Committee of the CPC stat-
ed that, Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era clarifies that the integrated plan
for building socialism with Chinese characteristics includes five aspects, namely economic, political, cultural, social
and ecological construction. This highlights for the first time the importance of ecological civilization construction in
the overall endeavors of the party and people to achieve the construction of a modernized China. Essentially, the ad-
vancement of ecological civilization is one of the defining features of the new and unique Chinese path to moderniza-
tion pioneered by the Party and the Chinese people.

The article holds that the most distinct feature of being people—centered in the construction of ecological civiliza-
tion in the past century reflects the noble concept of "putting the people in the highest esteem" and the consistent
and deep love for the people by the Chinese Communists. Ever Since the establishment of the Chinese Communist
Party, it has always combined the fundamental interests of the ordinary people and the working masses with the par-
ty’s mission and purpose, reflecting the distinct political character of the Communist Party of China. The various spir-
its manifested in the construction of ecological civilization in various historical periods must also be an important part
of the spiritual genealogy of Chinese communists. Ecological civilization, as the premise, foundation and incubator of
the sustainable existence of the Chinese nation, has made "green" as a unique spiritual symbol of a century—old red
political party and a distinctive feature of the spiritual pedigree of Chinese Communists.

The Communist Party of China adheres to the ideology of people—centered development in building an ecological
civilization, emphasizing not only the natural ecological view of respecting nature, conforming to nature, and protect-
ing nature, but also on the ideology of people—centered development, simultaneously realizing the anthropocentrism
and ecocentrism. The century—long ecological civilization advancement of the Communist Party of China has gone
from early budding, initial exploration, further development and continued maturing, to the final establishment, for the
first time in century—old history of the Chinese Communist Party, a special guide for ecological civilization has been
set up and this one is referred to as "Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization". The Xi Jinping Thought on Eco-
logical Civilization, which has specially guided the theory and practice of ecological civilization since 2012, not only
is the inheritance and development of Marxist ideas on the relationship between man and nature, but also fundamen-
tally highlights the Marxist pursuit of people’s supremacy, which is the equivalent of "achievement of naturalism of
man" and "achievement of humanism of nature". Facing the goal of making China a powerful, modern, prosperous,
strong, democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious and beautiful socialist country by the middle of this century,
while promoting the construction of a natural living community on earth and a community with a shared future for
mankind, advancement of ecological civilization is the only choice for China. All our work on the construction of eco-
logical civilization must be completed under this overall layout. Undoubtedly, the party’s century long history of eco-
logical civilization construction has provided us with much to learn from and to practice. Adhering to the people—cen-
tered Marxist outlook is the eternal principle that guides the Communist Party of China to lead the Chinese people to
build ecological civilization through the agrarian, industrial and digital eras.

Keywords: The Party’s Hundred Years of Struggle; advancement of ecological civilization; Xi Jinping Thought
on Ecological Civilization; Marxism; People First
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